POpIpY Reserve




Mammals, Birds, Reptiles, & More

Life in the Poppy

Reserve

Antelope Ground Squirrel
Ammospermophilus
leucurus. Has a white tail
which it keeps on its back.

Black-tailed Jackrabbit
Lepus californicus. A common

desert hare with large ears. Desert

Cottontail
Sylvilagus
audubonii.
Smaller
than the

Pronghorn Antelope
Atilocapra americana. A once
common resident that has disap-
peared from the area.

Badger, Taxidea taxus. Tejon Ranch
and Fort Tejon were named
after this animal. “Tejon” is

Spanish for badger.

jackrabbit.
Lives in
burrows.

Burrowing Owl, Athene
cunicularia. Uses abandoned
burrows for its home.

White-crowned
Sparrow, Zonotrichia
leucophrys. Has white

Meadowlark, Sturnella
neglecta. Commonly seen
sitting on fence posts.

stripes on its head.

California Quail
Callipepla californica.
Usually seen on

the ground.

Roadrunner
Geococcyx californianus
Takes short flights.

Is seen mostly

running on ground.

Mojave Rattlesnake
Crotalus scutulatus.
Venom has both nerve and
blood cell toxins.

California Kingsnake
Lampropeltis getula
californiae. Has brown or

Coyote, Canis latrans.
Very quick to learn. Will eat almost anything.

black and yellow bands.

Bobcat, Lynx rufus.
Short tail — 15 to 35 lbs.

Side-blotched Lizard, Uta stansburiana.
The black “blotch” behind the front legs gives this

lizard its name. the head.

Gopher Snake, Pituophis catenifer. Small head and
neck distinguish it from rattlesnakes.

Desert Horned Lizard, Phrynosoma
platyrhinos. Look for "horns" on the back of

Desert Spiny Lizard, Sceloporus magister.
Has rough looking scales with keels.

Painted Lady Butterfly, Vanessa
cardui. Wingspan 1 1/2” to 2 1/4”.

Ladybird
Beetle
Hippodamia
convergens.
A beneficial
insect.

Past and Present

Maps

I

he Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve

State Natural Reserve was established in 1976
to protect outstanding displays of native wildflowers,
particularly the California poppy, Eschscholzia
californica, the state flower.

The 1,800-acre state reserve 1is located on
California’s most consistent poppy bearing land. It is
15 miles west of Lancaster, California, nestled in the

Antelope Buttes. Poppies share the desert grassland

Location
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West Avenue D (Hwy 138)

The Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve

with species of owl’s clover, lupine, goldfields,
creamcups, coreopsis and other native wildflowers,
producing a mosaic of color. As nature is of course
unpredictable, the intensity and duration of the
wildflower bloom varies yearly.

Eight miles of trails, including a paved section for
wheelchair access, gently wind through the fields
of wildflowers. Whether you enjoy expansive
fields of wildflower colors or the closeup study
of a single flower, this is the place to visit. The
reserve is also a sanctuary for desert dwelling
animals. This treasure of native flora and fauna is
protected at the California Poppy Reserve for the
enjoyment, inspiration and education of the people
for all time to come.

he 2,000-square-foot Jane S. Pinheiro Interpretive

Center was opened in 1982. Named for Jane
Pinheiro, a longtime Antelope Valley resident, the
center houses educational displays of many of the
plants and animals found on the reserve. It was
through Jane’s efforts, combined with many others,
that the Poppy Reserve was established. She labored
tirelessly to preserve areas of wildflowers, Joshua

Jane S. Pinheiro Interpretive Center

trees and other native wildlands. She dreamed of a
poppy park where our state flower would be preserved
for future generations to love and enjoy.

Many of her paintings are displayed in the interpretive
center. Though she had no formal art training, she
worked one of the most difficult
mediums, to produce many beautiful and accurate
renderings of wildflowers.

in watercolor,

The Jane S. Pinheiro Interpretive Center was designed
to blend with and complement the natural setting of
the Poppy Reserve with low environmental impact,
allowing the natural beauty of the poppies and other
wildflowers to have center stage.
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Copyright of flower photographs and text held by Milt Stark, Author of A FLOWER-WATCHER’S GUIDE.
Bobcat and Cottontail Rabbit by Nereida Henderson. Coyote, Roadrunner and Painted Lady Butterfly by Darlene Sprunger.
Mojave Rattlesnake by Ronald Urwiller. Red-tailed Hawk and Meadowlark by Stokely Wilson. Side-blotched Lizard by Mary Wilson.
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